CUTC Driver’s Guide 2006

This guide provides information relevant to CUTC members who act as drivers on CUTC trips – both drivers of private cars and hired vehicles. A club trip is any trip for which members complete a CUTC trip form and for which they pay money to the Treasurer.

Firstly thanks for acting as a driver. We hope you will take this responsibility seriously to ensure safe and enjoyable transport to the hills. Note: Drivers must have a valid driver's licence and drive within NZ road laws including speed limits. It is also essential that you drive responsibly and according to the road and weather conditions at all times (i.e. slow down if it is wet, snowy, gravelly, foggy, there are rockfall signs...).
Private Car Drivers 

Thank you for providing your car and yourself for CUTC transport. By using private cars for the majority of trips, the transport costs are kept to a minimum. 

Payment 

You will be reimbursed for taking your vehicle on CUTC tramps – it works out at about double petrol to help to cover running costs. As it is often difficult to know just how many cars will be required for the trip before the time of leaving, we ask car drivers to pay for the cost of the trip at the Wednesday meeting along with every one else. If you end up taking your car, just turn up to the next meeting and the Treasurer will give you a cheque for the following amount: 

· 16 cents per kilometre up to 1799cc [to be updated].
· 20 cents per kilometre for 2000 cc and over [to be updated]. 

You should keep a record of your kilometreage from the UCSA carpark, return. 

Warrant and Registration 

Your car must be registered and warranted to go on a CUTC trip. 

Looking After Your Car 

Don’t overload your car. It is not good for your suspension – especially on gravel roads. Too much weight over the rear wheels will make the car dangerously difficult to steer. 

Leave nothing valuable – not even a fire extinguisher – visible inside your car at road ends. Leave the glove box open, so potential thieves can see there is nothing valuable in it. 

Do put anti freeze in the cooling system. 

Tell your passengers to remove their rubbish from your car. 

If possible arrange to have someone else on the trip nominated on your insurance, so that driving can be shared. This is particularly important when the travel is long. 

Hired Vehicle Drivers 

Talk to the Trips Officer about hiring a vehicle from Avon Rentals. You will have to leave an insurance excess of $250 as a deposit with them (credit card), but the Club will be charged with the actual hiring cost. Give all petrol receipts to the Treasurer for reimbursement.
Usually you need to be at least 21 years old and have a full driver's license to act as a hired vehicle driver. You will probably be required to go to the hire company and sign their contract conditions. 

Remember that the speed limit for towing trailers is 80 km per hour. 

There should be at least two drivers per hired vehicle, who should alternate the driving to maintain high concentration levels. 

Road Hazards 

There are a number of road hazards in the South Island that you may not be familiar with. These include: 

One Lane Bridges 
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One lane signs look like this (see below): The red sign on the left means give way to oncoming vehicles and the blue one on the right means that you have the right of way.

We recommend that you slow down whenever you come to a one lane bridge as many drivers do not understand the signs. Also beware of combined road and rail one lane bridges on the West Coast. 

Tight bends 

At Arthur’s Pass there are very tight, unsignposted bends between where you enter the native bush (soon after the Bealey Pub) continuing through to the bottom of the Otira Gorge. 

Gravel Roads 

For most gravel roads travelling at 60 km per hour is very fast. Go slow if you are not used to driving on gravel – sometimes it’s like driving on a surface of ball bearings. 

Fog 

Fog is often a problem on the Canterbury Plains. Drive slowly, or power poles may seek you out! 

Snow and Ice 

There is often snow and ice on the roads. If in doubt take chains and take heed of slippery road signs (slow to say 10 to 20 km per hour until you find out how slippery it is). Travel slowly with chains, say 50 km per hour or the chains will deal to your tyres or come off. The cost of hiring chains should be incorporated into the cost of the trip (i.e. you should be reimbursed for the cost less your share). The Old West Coast Road (shortcut to Arthur’s Pass) ices up more than the main road through Darfield.
Railway crossings 

Slow down to 30 km per hour when approaching railway lines. Be aware that many rural railway crossings DO NOT have bells or lights. It is up to you to make sure the train doesn’t hit you, which may mean you have to stop and check no trains are coming. 

Fords 

If in doubt, check them out – on foot that is. People look pretty silly having to climb out the windows if you get stuck. Drive through in 1st or 2nd gear, and dry the brakes (by applying them a few times) once you are out the other side. 

Safe Parking 

Don’t park in low lying areas near rivers. There have been at least two cases of trampers returning to find their vehicles in the middle of flooded rivers (or stuck in frozen puddles).
Driver Hazards 

Drivers shall not consume alcohol. 

Trips may be long, and you may get tired. Stop for regular rests (at least every two hours). It is often practical to sleep at rest areas and finish driving in the early hours of the morning. 

For the comfort and safety of passengers drive within the speed limits – nothing puts people off coming tramping more than irresponsible speeding drivers who won’t slow down at their passengers request. 

4WD vehicles are prone to rolling when driven fast around corners – there have been a number of accidents as a result of this in Canterbury alone in recent years.
Don’t forget to fill up with petrol. You can often travel hundreds of kilometres without an open petrol station.

Fines for speeding etc. 

If you get fines for speeding or similar offences, you pay for it. 

Insurance 

It is your responsibility to make sure that your vehicle is properly insured.
The CUTC will not pay for any damage you cause in an accident, such as damage from backing a vehicle into a tree. If it’s your fault, you pay – the CUTC doesn’t want to encourage dangerous driving. Make sure you drive responsibly at all times!
However, if damage occurs for which you are not responsible, including theft of and vandalism to the vehicle and its fixtures (excluding the contents of the vehicle), and there is no third party that could be prosecuted, the CUTC will, at the discretion of the Committee, help you pay an insurance excess of up to $500 (or the equivalent amount if you are not insured) to make sure you don’t suffer for helping out.
Base Contact 

Find out who the Base Contact is at the meeting and phone them when you get home. 

Dropping People Off 

Normally people are dropped off at the UCSA carpark after a tramp. If people are concerned about their safety in travelling home from there (from mugging/rapes) please drop them off at home and charge the extra kilometreage to CUTC. 

Getting Lost 

Maps of the Canterbury plains and much of the South Island are available from the gear locker. 
Happy driving and tramping! 
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