Christmas Twilight Rogaine 2009

Controllers Report - Tim Farrant

Twas a week before Christmas and all through the land

170 rogainers were walking, and searching they scanned.

They travelled afoot and across rough country

Upon finding checkpoints they shouted with glee!

This fun event was once again to have a record breaking turnout. Thank you to all of you who came out on Wednesday night to enjoy the festivities and a delicious selection of home baking.

Traditionally this event has served as a junior rogaine fundraiser, and I am pleased to say that much of the money raised has gone to support the Middleton Grange Hillary Challenge Team. Joel Smith is the team captain and has been involved in all aspects of the event planning. The team are training to compete at the Hillary Challenge to be held at the Outdoor Pursuits Centre in Turangi. This competition includes a two day rogaine event, and so planning this event will have been excellent training for them.

This year there was 55 checkpoints on offer, compared to about 10 less in previous years. This made for action packed rogaining with plenty of cryptic clue ciphering! There were a few complaints that controls were “missing”, but as all controls were found by at least one team, so they must have been out there (but may have been slightly hidden). Many teams asked how to improve their cryptic clue solving skills. Cryptic clues are a Canterbury rogaine specialty and are derived from Canterbury University’s TWALK events, and many fans believe that they add another dimension to the sport. To improve your skills give TWALK a go in 2010 (there is a link from the event website).

One challenging control was #33 “An angel is watching over you”. I had a number of people telling me that they had looked all around the base of the tree looking for these angels, and found none! At my house the angel is put on top of the tree, so I don’t see how so many people could miss looking up! 

Congratulations to the competition winners. The top men’s team “The Little Elfin Line Dancing Society” consisting of Michael Smithson and Joe Jagusch scored 1570 points. The top woman was Georgia Whitla scoring 1380 points. “The Manz” (Rowan Nugteren, Carl Janssen) picked up first junior team again this year, scoring 1270 points. The first mixed team of Viv Prince and Bruce Meder were not far off, scoring 1190. The family friendly “Young and Old” section was won by Alister and Cameron Metherell with 980 points. Well done to everyone who competed!

Thank you to the New Zealand Rogaine Association. They do a great job co-ordinating both local and national rogaine events and have provided event insurance for this event. Thank you also to the Canterbury University Tramping Club (CUTC) for letting us use their website again this year.

Don’t forget to enter the Mt Lyford Challenge in March. This is an excellent event that I highly recommend. Enjoy your Rogaining, have a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year!

