Planner’s Report-Christmas Twilight Rogaine 2008
Georgia Whitla

HO! HO! HO! Yes it certainly was that time of year again. Thanks to everyone who came and supported the annual R&R Sport Christmas Twilight Rogaine. We had over 165 orienteers, rogainers, trampers and new comers turn up to Victoria Park on Wednesday night for the 3 hour festive event. What a fantastic turnout!
Our biggest fear as organisers this year was that the late advertisement may have kept the numbers away, but I guess the good weather and hitting as many mailing lists as possible worked in our favour (sorry if anyone felt spammed!), and in the end almost 100 on the night entries turned this year into one of the biggest ever ‘Twilight Rogaines’. You may have found out about the event only a week before but Tim and I took on the job only a few days earlier! It just shows with the right amount of Christmas cheer and a high rate of student unemployment, a fun night can be put together in almost no time. A few long days on hills and long nights at the computer meant we had the event ready to go as 5:30pm rolled around.
The idea of this event is to break up the last few weeks of the year with a mid-week night of slightly quirky rogaining fun on the hills. The young and old category, cryptic clues, Christmas cyclists and the search for elusive candy canes all seemed to add to the fun. However a few apologies are necessary. Controls 31, 42 and 50 all caused some problems; sorry if any teams wasted too much time there. They were all found by a few teams but on reflection were either a bit too hidden or a little off on the map. Sorry, we’ve learnt a few lessons the hard way and hope it didn’t spoil the event for anyone.
Congratulations to the overall winners Matt Scott and Grieg Hamilton with 1410 points. A very impressive effort on a course which was described as “awkward” and “tough to score points”. There was no obvious good route so competitors were forced to weigh up which “loops” to go for. As we were setting the course we tried to use as many new control sites as possible which, in some cases, it proved difficult. Veteran competitors who visited control 38 may have made the most sense of the clue-“Santa delivers presents here every year”. I challenge you to find a rogaine in this area that hasn’t had a control on this lucky tree!

The few of the best moments of the event...
· Young Max Earnshaw returning with a candy cane found at number 12. “All those fast people just DONT LOOK PROPERLY!” How many unobservant teams missed out on the 30 bonus points?

· The efforts of the junior team The Mans. A score of 1010, putting them up there amongst the top senior men.

· Tim’s grandmother appearing late in the evening with hundreds of biscuits for the feast! 

· Luckily discovering that all the contours on the map had shifted half a centimetre before I sent it to the printer. Just imagine me trying to explain that in the briefing! 

· Discovering Santa is alive and well and that he rides a mountain bike.
Last of all a big thanks to R&R sport for their continued sponsorship of the event, Chris Forne for the use of his map, Tim’s parents and Grandma for their help on the night, and to all the competitors for making all the work worthwhile. Merry Christmas and happy rogaining, until next year.
